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OBSTACLES TO RURAL WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN LOCAL
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN SELECTED VILLAGES OF
SIDI SALEM CENTER, KAFR EL-SHEIKH GOVERNORATE

Samir M.M. Eldash and M.O. Sharaf
Agric. Ext. and Rural Sociol. Dept., Fac. Agric., Al-Azhar Univ. Cairo, Egypt

ABSTRACT: This study aimed to determine the level of rural women's awareness of and
the impact of various obstacles (social, economic, psychological, administrative, and cultural)
hindering their participation in local community development. It also explored the
relationship between independent variables such as social integration and community
belonging and the women's perception of these obstacles. Finally, the study identified the
women's suggestions for overcoming these challenges, The research was conducted in the
Sidi Salem Center in Kafr EI-Sheikh Governorate on a random sample of 240 respondents.
Data was collected using a questionnaire form with the help of some women who were well
trained on the form, This was done through personal interviews with the respondents in the
months of May and June 2024, after which they were transcribed and analyzed statistically,
Key Findings: Approximately half of the respondents (47.1%) demonstrated a high level of
overall awareness of the studied obstacles that limit their participation in community
development, A round half of the respondents (44.6%) perceived the overall impact of these
obstacles on their participation as moderate, A correlation was found between social
integration, community belonging, and the respondents' overall awareness of the obstacles,
The study identified a relationship between agricultural land ownership, social integration,
community belonging, and the respondents' perception of the impact of obstacles on their
participation, The respondents' primary suggestions for addressing the obstacles they face in
their participation in community development include conducting training programs for rural
women in various life skills.

Key words: Rural development, participation barriers, rural women.
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