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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF RURAL WOMEN'S KNOWLEDGE
OF DAIRY PRODUCTION AND PROCESSING
IN SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

Eman M-E. Mohamed®, M.M.Kh. El Sayed? Magda A. Abdel Aal' and M.I. El Khouly*
1. Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt
2. Ext. and Rural Dev. Res. Inst., Agric. Res. Cent., Egypt

ABSTRACT: This research aimed to identify each of: the general characteristics of the
rural female respondents, the sources of information from which rural women obtain their
information in the field of animal production, the services provided by agricultural extension
to rural women in the field of milk production and processing , the degree of knowledge of
the rural women respondents in the practices of milk production and processing , and
determining Factors affecting it, and the problems facing rural women in the field of dairy
production and processing and proposals to solve them. The selected villages are the most
villages in terms of the population of the countryside, and the selected villages were: Bani
Amer village from the center of zagazig, the village of Mit Bashar from the center of Minya
Al-Qamh, and Kafr Ayoub Suleiman from the center of Belbeis and officials of productive
families, and officials of community development associations) in the village. In collecting
the necessary data to achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher relied on using the
interview questionnaire method. The data was collected during 2022 and a number of
statistical methods were used, namely: Pearson correlation coefficient, Spearman correlation
coefficient, correlational analysis model, and multiple gradient upward regression analysis.
The most important findings of the research were: that (%11.33) of the respondents have low
exposure to information sources, (%60.67) have medium exposure, and (%28.0) have high
exposure, and that the level of services provided by agricultural extension to rural women in
the field of animal production is low. While (%33.33) indicated that it is medium, while
(%20.67) indicated that it is high, and that the most areas that increase the family income in
which rural women participate are: manufacturing margarine with an average of (2.61)
degrees, then manufacturing cream with an average of ( 2.47) degrees, then Quraish cheese
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manufacturing with an average of (2.43) degrees, then processing of cheese with an average
of (2.36) degrees, then the milk process with an average of (2.19) degrees, then pre-milk
preparations with an average of (2.15) degrees, and it was found that there is a significant
correlation between the degree of Rural women’s knowledge of milk production and
processing practices and between each of the following studied independent variables: (age,
educational status, number of family members living, family income, agricultural land tenure,
size of animal holding, savings tendency, economic ambition, participation in family
decision-making, exposure sources of information, women’s contribution to productive
activities), and more These problems related to milk production were as follows: most of the
decline in good breeds for milk production, low production efficiency, high feed prices,
disease, lack of knowledge of rural women about the correct feeding rates for milk animals,
lack of knowledge of rural women about ways to treat and immunize milk animals, lack of
veterinary care Introduction to milk animals, and the lack of guiding publications related to
raising and caring for animals, and the scarcity of guidance seminars on raising and caring for
milk animals. It is also due to the poor awareness of rural women about the basics of dairy
processing and the low role of agricultural extension in this field of dairy processing. It also
became clear that there are problems related to the rapid deterioration of dairy products, and
price fluctuations, which requires providing provision for dairy producers and setting price
policies, and that the most important proposals of the respondents to overcome On the
problems they face in the field of milk production and processing, they were as follows:
Providing immunizations at reasonable prices for the nannies, and easy access to milk. For
breeders on veterinary medicines at reasonable prices, providing high breeds in milk
production, training and educating rural women in the field of production and processing
some dairy products, state support to strengthen the dairy industry, providing veterinary care
for animals, and providing animal feed at a better price

Key words: Knowledge, rural women, practices, production, processing, dairy, Sharkia
Governorate.
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